
PresidentÕs Message:
Sheriff Bud Cox

Happy Holidays to you all!  We of
the Utah SheriffÕs Association want
the year.  We have been able to accomplish
a lot this year because of your willingness to participate in our endeavors.  We
have given several scholarships through your generosity.

It is the time of year
for thanksgiving and service. We hope that all
of you will not forget to help one another in
times of need during this season, as we SheriffÕs
endeavor to be helpful and serve all of you, our
citizens.

It would be nice to have all of the funds and
personnel necessary to provide the ultimate
service, but it would be even better to be able
to reduce the need for our services.  That task
belongs to all of us as we try to reach out and
touch the hearts and minds of those in need
through education, prevention, treatment, and
yes, even in incarceration.

I can remember as a young boy living on a
homestead in Terra, Utah, my two aunts and I
answered the door one day and there stood a
stranger.  He had his family in the car and they
were tired and hungry.  The three of us were
teenagers home alone.  For some reason we
invited them into the house and prepared a meal
for them.  It was a lot of food to us, about two
weeks worth.  We had no idea who this family
was then or to this day.  But, I do know that
they, and the three of us, are better off because
of what we did.  It felt good to help someone
else in need.  It was the ultimate high then and
is the greatest thing we can do today.

We hope this holiday season will be filled with
joy and blessings for you all, and if you are ever
in need, there will always be someone there for
you.
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Executive DirectorÕs Message
by Gary W. DeLand

On behalf of the Utah SheriffsÕ Association
(USA), I would like to wish a very Merry
Christmas to each of UtahÕs 29 sheriffs, their
families, and the deputy sheriffs, corrections
officers, and others who help the sheriffs
complete their public safety missions. And, I
would like send a special Christmas greeting
to each of our Honorary Members and thank
them for their vital support and contributions
to our association.  As a result of those
contributions we were able to provide some
the most competent and skilled instructors
available (both locally and nationally) to
enhance the training of county corrections
officers and deputies, provide scholarships to criminal justice students in
need, provide inspections of, and technical assistance for, the county jails
across the state and help facilitate the business of the USA.

Christmas is a very special time of year.  It is the time of year when
people, generally, engage in greater displays of selfless ness, giving,
brotherhood, and service to others.  In fact, it would be a much better
world if the spirit of Christmas could be a year-around reality.  Unfortunately,
even during this special holiday season, there are sad realities that must
be remembered.  As we celebrate at home, 150,000 young Americans are
serving their country in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other lonely locations
around the world.  They are not only separated from their families, but
are serving in harms way.  Each of us should seek out and assist the
families of those who are serving in whatever manner each may need.

To a lessor degree, deputies and jail officers also experience additional
stress during the holidays.  Crime, domestic violence, traffic accidents,
and other public safety demands do not let up for the holidays.  In fact,
they are often greater this time of year.  And, of course, jails must be
staffed 24 hours per day, 365 days per year.  During the time I served as
Executive Director at Utah State Department of Corrections, my wife and
I would go visit and take candy to a couple of the units of the prison on
Christmas Eve to let those officers with whom we visited know their work
was appreciated.

This Christmas season there is even another unnecessary stress placed
on a few law enforcement families of fallen Utah Highway Patrol troopers,
as two individuals have chosen the Christmas season to file a lawsuit
demanding that the UHP take down the crosses which mark the spots
where UHP troopers died in the line of duty.  These simple crosses offend
the plaintiffs.  The plaintiffs in this action seem to believe that their narrow,
selfish, and insensitive interpretation of the Establishment Clause of the
First Amendment is much more important than the upset and unhappiness
that their actions will bring to the families of the fallen officers and the
men with whom they served.  And, they chose the Christmas season for
their action.  They have decided that because they are atheists, they are
being irreparably harmed by having to occasionally see these few crosses
located on the road sides where the officers died.   Since they believe that
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The Morgan County SheriffÕs Office would first like to wish a Merry Christmas and a safe New YearÕs to all
the law enforcement agencies in Utah.

We have put in for a federal grant that will help to improve the safety of our schools and buses.  This will
provide security cameras for the school buses and for each of the schools.  Hopefully, it will cut down on
bullying incidents, violence of any sort, thefts, etc.  We hope that Santa will get our list and help us out.   We
will keep our fingers crossed.

Sheriff Ercanbrack and his staff look forward to serving the citizens of Morgan County in 2006 and for many
more years.  Happy Holidays!!  Gene Ercanbrack

As I look to the end of the year 2005
I am ever so grateful that it ends with
no serious injury or death to any
member of my staff. I only wish that
this could be true for all of our
brothers and sisters in the law
enforcement / public safety business
throughout Utah as well as the
Nation.

Ed Phillips

HEY!  I want that!  (See pictures to the left)

This pen instrument produces both the monitor
as well as the keyboard on flat surfaces from
where you can just carry out the normal
operations you do on your desktop.  WOW!

The Morgan County SheriffÕs Office
by Gene Ercanbrack, Morgan County Sheriff
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Sheriff Phillips

The Millard County SheriffÕs Office
by Ed Phillips, Millard County Sheriff



The Cache County SheriffÕs Office
By Sheriff G. Lynn Nelson

Recently, Cache Valley was rated the safest metropolitan area in the nation!  What
a great way to end a year.  It has been a true pleasure working with the citizens
throughout Cache Valley to meet this goal of safest place in the Nation.

While we do all we can here at home, many of our citizens, family and friends are
defending these same values world wide.  Law enforcement has an element of risk,
but nothing like the risk our men and women of our military forces face.

I hope this holiday season each of us will reflect on the many blessing we have
here in our
communities.  We
owe those blessings
to our military, our
law enforcement,
and to each other for
keeping our
neighborhoods safe.
We truly live in a
blessed Nation.
Each of us needs to
remember this
Christmas season
and help those in our
communities who
are less fortunate
than we are.

I hope everyone had
a great Thanksgiving
and that each of us
will remember the
true meaning of
Christmas.  And as
the New Year
approaches we will
do our part,
throughout the year,
to help maintain the
values of our
communities and
make this the
greatest place on
earth to live.
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Sheriff Nelson

Paul Harvey says:  I don't believe in Santa Claus, but I'm not going to sue
somebody for singing a Ho-Ho-Ho song in December. I don't agree with Darwin,
but I didn't go out and hire a lawyer when my high school teacher taught his theory
of evolution.

Life, liberty or your pursuit of happiness will not be endangered because someone
says a 30-second prayer before a football game.  So what's the big deal? It's not like
somebody is up there reading the entire book of Acts. They're just talking to a God
they believe in and asking him to grant safety to the players on the field and the fans
going home from the game.  "But it's a Christian prayer," some will argue.

Yes, and this is the United States of America, a country founded
on Christian principles. According to our very own phone book,
Christian churches outnumber all others better than 200-to-1.
So what would you expect-somebody chanting Hare Krishna?

If I went to a football game in Jerusalem, I would expect
to hear a Jewish prayer.  If I went to a soccer game in
Baghdad, I would expect to hear a Muslim prayer.  If I

went to a ping pong match in China, I would expect to
hear someone pray to Buddha.

And I wouldn't be offended.  It wouldn't bother me
one bit.  When in Rome.  "But what about the
atheists?" is another argument.  What about them?
Nobody is asking them to be baptized. We're not

going to pass the collection plate. Just humor us
for 30 seconds. If that's asking too much, bring
a Walkman or a pair of ear plugs. Go to the
bathroom. Visit the concession stand. Call your
lawyer!

                                          continued on page 7
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What I Want For ChristmasÉ

Now if I were to ask Santa to bring me what I want for
Christmas, what indeed would I ask for?

Of course everyone wants world peace, but since I donÕt think
even Santa can manage that, I think IÕll ask for a few practical
things, maybe some outlandish requests, and wellÉ.

If Santa could manage it, IÕd like an unlimited budget from the
County Commissioners, so I could have enough deputies to patrol my
second largest county in the State.  And, donÕt forget one of the fastest
growing populations, too.  I would like big, shiny vehicles with plenty
of inexpensive gas for my deputies to patrol in.

Now weÕve been pretty fortunate Ð our Dispatch Center has some
new and updated equipment, but we can always use more.  The thing
IÕd probably ask for in this department is some space.  They are in very
small quarters, and you know what IÕd really like for them Ð a window
to the world.  They get asked about the weather, but alas they only have
the limited view provided by security cameras located outside the
building.

You know, if I were to really think big, what I would really like for
the Dispatch Center is a crystal ball or maybe a weather ball, so that
they could predict the weather and know if Mr. or Mrs. John Q. Public
should drive to that doctor appointment in this weather, and they would
know exactly when the storm was going to stop or start.

My
secretaries in
the front office,
well, they are
usually the last
to get anything
new.  Of
course, itÕs not
because they
donÕt ask Ð but
you know,
whose going to

choose a color
printer for them
when there are
computers
needed in every
patrol vehicle,
and those
detectives Ð you
know they have
such a long list of
needs.  Well,
Santa, IÕd like to
ask for
something for

them Ð well IÕd pick some new
ergonomically styled chairs, that
color printer theyÕve been
wanting, or maybe some flat-
screen computer monitors.  But
do you know what they want for
Christmas?  They want bullet-
proof glass at the back of their
office, instead of just the front
window, after all, thatÕs the only
direction theyÕve taken fire from.
They would also like to have a
magical perfumed mist to take
away the unpleasant odors that
some customers emit.  Yeah,
theyÕd also like TV in the office,
but you have to draw the line
somewhere.

The Detention Center really
doesnÕt feel too sorry for the front
office personnel, now they are the
ones that could use some magical
odor remover!  This department
is overworked and understaffed
most of the time.  Santa, do you
think you could bring them some
extra officers, and especially some
extra space.  They, like most
detention centers, are over-
crowded.  Some good jail food Ð
that is a thought, too.      page 9

The Tooele County SheriffÕs Office
by Frank Park, Tooele County Sheriff

Sheriff Park
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We have come again to the end of another year- a time when we can reflect on
the yearÕs achievements.  This time of reflection is not just for taking stock of the
successes and challenges with our individual offices, but also to look inward at
our own personal development.  As Sheriffs and leaders in our communities it is
often easy to feel overwhelmed with the various battles we face every day.  In our
endeavor to do what is in the best interest of our agencies, we sometimes find
ourselves thinking there are not enough hours in day.  It is during these times that
it is important to step back, gain a new perspective, and be grateful for the things
that are easily taken for granted.

     Our chosen career path in law enforcement can be difficult, not just for us, but
also for our families and loved ones who inadvertently deal with some of the stress that is inherent in the job.
There is no better support system than our families. It is important for us to include them in our day to day
struggles so as not to alienate them because we ÒthinkÓ that we are doing them a favor by dealing with issues
alone.  It may not be necessary to advise them of all of the intricacies of managing an entire office, but allowing
them to listen and be included in our lives will pay dividends to all involved.  The reality is that when we
finally choose to retire from our long and honorable careers, our families will be there as sentinels of support
and encouragement.

     The many men and women who wear the badge are the front line representatives by which we, as Sheriffs,
are often judged.  Without these dedicated professionals, there would be no Òthin green lineÓ keeping those
we are sworn to protect safe from harm.  None of these fine deputies and officers made their choice to be in
law enforcement based on the facts that they would be rich, witness things in life that should never be seen
by human eyes, or even possibly pay the ultimate price by readily giving their life for someone they have
never even met.  They entered into this arena of public safety and civil servant willingly, and daily give the
best of themselves in an effort to bring peace to an often chaotic world.

     It is also important to not forget the many support staff and civilian employees without whom we could
not function.  The logistical operations of our officeÕs rely on these fine men and women that include dispatchers,
human resource personnel, records and clerical staff, evidence technicians, and medical professionals- just
to name a few.  Each and every individual brings their own talents and strengths to the table, enabling us to
focus on the many tasks that require our attention.  Behind every successful organization lies a well oiled
machine that is made up of many personalities, ideas and skills.

     I would be remiss if I did not take a moment and convey appreciation to the hierarchy of administrators
from Sergeants to Undersheriff.  Without the dedication and supervisory abilities of these professionals, our
job as Sheriff would be impossible.  They are the conduit by which we receive input, and alternatively trust
to handle the many day to day operations that keep our departments flowing smoothly.  It is with great care
that these supervisors are cultivated, and the reward is in their ability to lighten our load with foresight and
fairness.

     Last, but certainly not least, let us give thanks to the many men and women who not only serve their
communities as office members, officers, and deputies, but also protect our freedoms in our nationÕs military
      continued on page 7

Sheriff Kennard

The Salt Lake County SheriffÕs Office
by Aaron Kennard, Salt Lake County Sheriff, NSA President 2004-2005



SALT LAKE COUNTY SHERIFFÕS CHRISTMAS MESSAGE continued...

units.  It has not been easy to absorb and deal with the loss of personnel due to the deployment of these
members to various places throughout the world.  The sacrifice to us is small compared to what these fine
individuals gladly give up in an effort to ensure we continue to live in the greatest free Country on earth.

Upon a moments notice, they are
willing to disrupt their lives, leave
their families, and be sent to a
hostile nation from which they
know they may never return.
While these freedom fighters are
away, we should take care to ease
the burden on the families that are
left behind.  Gather them close,
as they are also our family
members during the absence of
their loved ones.

     Finally, my family and I wish
each and every one of you a Merry
Christmas and a very Happy New
Year! In the coming year, may
your burdens be light and your
lives be filled with the peace and
contentment of knowing that there
are many wonderful things that
we enjoy, and for which are very
thankful.
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Paul Harvey says... Cache County SheriffÕs Christmas Message continued:

Unfortunately, one or two will make that call. One or two will tell thousands what they can and cannot do.
I don't think a short prayer at a football game is going to shake the world's foundations.

Christians are just sick and tired of turning the other cheek while our courts strip us of all our rights. Our
parents and grandparents taught us to pray before eating; to pray before we go to sleep.

Our Bible tells us to pray without ceasing. Now a handful of people and their lawyers are telling us to cease
praying.  God, help us.  And if that last sentence offends you, well ... just sue me.

The silent majority has been silent too long. It's time we let that one or two who scream loud enough to be
heard .... that the vast majority don't care what they want. It is time the majority rules! It's time we tell them,
you don't have to pray; you don't have to say the pledge of allegiance; you don't have to believe in God or
attend services that honor Him. That is your right, and we will honor your right. But by golly, you are no
longer going to take our rights away. We are fighting back and we WILL WIN!

God bless us one and all . especially those who denounce Him. God bless America, despite all her faults.
She is still the greatest nation of all.

God bless our service men who are fighting to protect our right to pray and worship God.

May 2005 be the year the silent majority is heard and we put God back as the foundation of our families
and institutions.  Keep looking up.

TURN TO NEXT PAGE TO SEE THE ANSWER!



Christmas 2005

What a wonderful time of the year.  I'm not sure, but I think I appreciate Christmas,
this year, more than any in my recent memory.   As you probably remember,  2005
has been a most challenging year for all of us in Washington County.  We've
experienced disasters of biblical proportions.  I'm knocking on wood as I reflect
on how grateful I am that Mormon Crickets didn't make it this far south.  Despite
the challenges,  Washington County survived and is still flourishing.

As I watched other parts of the country experience their disasters I was reminded
how proud I was of our citizens during both the floods and the fires.  How people
from all parts of the county responded to help with sandbags, moving furniture or whatever may have been
needed at the time.  I remember how amazed the people from FEMA were when they arrived and saw what
had already been accomplished.  No one was sitting on their porch waiting for the Federal Government to
organize and start work.  Local governments and church groups had started working late Sunday night as the
water began to rise.

Work continued throughout the week as the water would rise and fall.  Those that lost homes were dealt a
major blow in their lives but our community rallied to in so many ways.  In the end we lost about 30 homes
and one life.  It could have been so much worse.

The early summer brought low moisture and high temperatures.  This turned out to be a recipe for  another
disaster in our community as wildfires raced across Washington County.  When all was said and done we saw
just over 15% of Washington County was burned.  During the fires we dodged  major catastrophe and lost
only a couple of small out buildings.  Local, state and national fire units performed  heroically and limited
the damaged and prevented any loss of life.

So, as we look back on what many have said was
the toughest year in the history of Washington
County, I believe we can look back with great pride.
We saw the Spirit of Dixie in action and so did the
world.  IÕm so proud to be from Dixie.  Now, as
we prepare for a new year I find myself hoping itÕs
a much, much quieter year than 2005.

                                      Happy Holidays from
                                       Sheriff Kirk Smith,
                                        Washington County
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WHAT DO I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS?
Answer:  More mothers like this young mans!

The Washington County SheriffÕs Office
by Kirk Smith, Washington County Sheriff

Sheriff Smith



What I Want For ChristmasÉ Tooele County continued...
deputies.  Can you please protect them from the unsafe drivers while they are out on a traffic stop, and from
the crazed drug addicts who sometimes donÕt know what they are doing?  If I could really wish big, IÕd wish
that there were no more drunk, drugged, or otherwise driving impaired drivers out there.

I would like to ask for a friendly, cheerful, and respectful public Ð people that would realize how hard my
people work, and how they are just trying to serve and protect.

Now, about that over-crowded jail and I know this is a big one, but can you help all those people that are
addicted to drugs and alcohol, and those who are trying to harm others.  If you could help those people conquer
their addictions and problems, we wouldnÕt have the over-crowded detention center.

IÕve asked for a lot of things, Santa, and I donÕt want to seem ungrateful.  IÕd like to thank you for some
of the things I do have.

Thank you for those patrol officers that work day and night to protect and defend this County, who put
up with so much, and who just keep doing it over and over again.

Thank you for the detectives who love a challenge and work crazy hours to bring those crazies to justice.

Thanks, also, for those detention officers who continue to do their best when the situation is not always
good.  I appreciate those who try to remember the inmates are someoneÕs son, daughter, father, mother, sister,
or brother, and despite the circumstances that bring them here, they still give them respect.

I canÕt thank you enough for the Dispatchers who make sure the officers are okay when they are out alone
on a call in this vast county.  I appreciate their ability to do ten things all at the same time as they coordinate
ambulances, fire personnel, calm a scared accident victim, or comfort someone who is dealing with a sick,
injured, or dying family member while they wait for the officer or ambulance crew to arrive.

I havenÕt said anything about the Court personnel.  I appreciate all they do, and you donÕt have to bring
them anything, they are getting a present Ð a new court building, that will house all the courts under one roof,
with greater security, and a tunnel from the jail to the court building, so that we donÕt have to have the inmates
come in contact with the public as they are transported back and forth to court.

IÕm thankful for my secretaries.  They are often the first people the public sees, at the front window, or
hear Ð on the phone.  They are the ones who make the first impression
for the SheriffÕs Office, and usually do a fine job of that.  With the
increase in population, they have also felt an increase in their
responsibilities with records and civil papers.  And while weÕve increased
the amount of deputies we have patrolling through the years, we have
not increased the office staff.  I appreciate all they do to help the whole
department function.

IÕve also got a great Search and Rescue group.  They are second
to none.  If it werenÕt for their willingness to volunteer, we couldnÕt
begin to do all the rescues, recoveries, and searches with the manpower
we have.  Thanks for the new command center.

The CitizenÕs Patrol has been a great addition to our department.
 I thank you for good, concerned citizens who are willing to donate
some time to help patrol our county.

And lastly, we at the Tooele County SheriffÕs Office would like
to wish everyone a very, merry Christmas and a safe and happy New
Year.

USA - 9




